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Skip to content Last updated date: January 6, 2022 Why Trust DWYM? DWYM is your trusted product review source. Along with our in-house experts, our team analyzes thousands of product reviews from the most trusted websites. We then create one easy-to-understand review. Learn more. Look for the DWYM seal for products that are the best in
the category. We looked at the top and dug through the reviews from some of the most popular review sites. Through this analysis, we've determined the best you should buy. Update as January 6, 2022:Checkout The Best Scanner for a detailed review of all the top . Thanks to its easy installation process, you'll be able to start using the Epson
Perfection V550 Scanner right away. The low price makes it a great option, particularly if you're looking for a basic scanner to handle your documents and photos. It's fairly large in size, so make sure you have the space you need before buying. In our analysis of 47 expert reviews, the Epson Perfection Picture Restoring Scanner placed 8th when we
looked at the top 16 products in the category. For the full ranking, see below. The Epson Perfection V550 Photo features amazing performance and versatility for any project. 6400 dpi optical resolution (1) ensures images are sharp and vivid, whether you’re scanning film, slides, negatives or everyday documents. Plus, at the touch of a button, you can
make your old photos and negatives look like new thanks to Easy Photo Fix and Digital ICE. The V550 Photo features energy-efficient, ReadyScan LED technology, for high-speed scanning with no warmup time. And, you can scan multiple slides, film strips and photos, all at once. The V550 Photo is the ultimate productivity tool. Setting up the V550
Photo is easy - just plug and scan (well, almost). The main issue with the V550 is quality control. Scan quality was very good for a flatbed scanner of its price. The V550 is larger than expected - bigger than an A3 sheet - and at 117 x 284 x 485mm, it will take up a significant portion of your desk real-estate. The main issue with the V550 is quality
control. Unlike the Epson V500 and the Epson Perfection V600, which came with Adobe Photoshop Elements, it lacks a separate photo-editing program. Today, the world seems to get by with far less paper, thanks to technology. Still, there are many instances where a piece of paper is the only option. When you need to turn a document or photo into
an electronic file, scanners are the way to go. Even if you find you rely on it less than ever, you'll at least occasionally need one, whether it’s at work or at home. Digitizing paper documents isn’t the only reason to have a scanner on hand. If you have printed pictures, you can scan and save them to preserve them indefinitely. You may even be able to
touch up that decades-old photo of your grandmother and make up for some of the fading that happened while it was “safely preserved” in a photo album. At the very least, you'll be able to scan and save them to a cloud-based storage service, where they can be accessible to you and your loved ones indefinitely. Shopping for a scanner can be
overwhelming, though. Most of the scanners on the market today are not only efficient and affordable, but they provide high-quality scans. Some are better than others in those areas, though, so it can help to know what your own needs are likely to be before you buy. If you foresee regularly needing to digitize stacks of documents, a scanner with a
good feeder should be high on your list. If you have boxes of photos you need to save and send to the cloud, high-quality photo scanning is a must. Unless you’ll have a tech guru on hand to set up and troubleshoot issues with your scanner, you’ll also want one that’s easy to install and use. Some scanners do a better job of getting you online and
connecting your devices. Others require extra work to get online and add additional computers. Make sure you know what you’re getting into when you pull your new scanner out of the box. Your first experience with your new scanner will be during setup. The Fujitsu ScanSnap iX500 provides easy installation processes, walking you through the steps
to connect it to your Wi-Fi network. Once you’re online, you’ll also need to be able to connect to the devices in your home or office. The Fujitsu ScanSnap iX500 is compatible with Windows, Mac, Android and iOS, covering the most popular devices. The Brother Compact Mobile Document Scanner, on the other hand, is compatible with Windows, Mac
and Linux and TWAIN/WIA for PC/ICA for Mac/SANE drivers. You don’t have to save your documents to a device in order to scan, though. Some scanners will let you send items directly to the cloud. One issue with the Fujitsu ScanSnap iX500 is that you can only connect wirelessly to one device at a time. If you need to edit your documents after
scanning them, you’ll probably want good software for that purpose. Some scanners come with basic editing software that lets you make basic tweaks. If photos are your priority, stick with a model that has a scanning resolution of 4800 by 4800. You'll get high-quality images from that. However, if you need to scan film or access 3D-scanning
capabilities, you'll need to choose from scanners that offer that functionality. The Fujitsu ScanSnap iX500 is designed for scanning paper documents, such as letters and memos. It’s not as good for tackling a wide range of document types with ease. Chances are you don’t have hours to waste on setting up and troubleshooting your scanner. The Fujitsu
ScanSnap iX500 is easy to use with a minimal learning curve. Nothing comes in as handy as a document feeder when you’'re dealing with a stack of paperwork. The Fujitsu ScanSnap iX500 and Raven Touchscreen Duplex Feeder Scanner have document feeders that can hold up to 50 sheets of paper at a time. You've probably experienced scanners
that take a while to process each document. If you're scanning multiple pages through a feeder, this can be especially important. The Fujitsu ScanSnap iX500 is rated at 25 pages per minute, which is faster than many competitors. You may also want to look for a scanner that features ReadyScan LED technology that cuts out that warm-up time that
slows down your work. The good news is, scanners are more affordable than ever. You can get a great scanner at a reasonable price. It’s also important to consider size when you’re choosing a scanner. The Fujitsu ScanSnap iX1500 Document Scanner measures 11.50 by 6 by 6.30 inches, which means you’ll need to clear away significant space for it.
The Doxie Go SE Portable Battery Scanner is only 12.25 by 2.25 by 1.75 inches, while other scanners measure 11.90 by 2.20 by 1.40 inches. One of my first purchases as a new film photographer was the Epson V550. I used that scanner for a couple years, scanning rolls for myself and my friends late into the night. I'm sure I pissed off more than a
couple neighbours with the electronic whirring piercing through the thin walls of my Montreal apartment. Later on, I moved across the country. And since I was going by plane, it didn’t make sense to bring the scanner with me. So I sold it, and elected to buy another after attempting low-budget DSLR scanning with the equipment I already had on
hand. Lacking a reliable way to mount my DSLR, and not having a dedicated macro lens, I went back to the Epson scanners. This time, I went for the V600 for no reason other than Amazon no longer stocked the $50 cheaper V550. But now, a year later, I've revisited DSLR scanning, and have been loving the results I'm getting with my Sony A7III. A
big reason for that is because I bought the right equipment to make it work this time. (Find out what gear I use to scan film with my digital camera here).But even though I admit there are many reasons why DSLR scanning is superior to using a flatbed scanner, I do believe that this unit still has a place on the market. If you're new to film photography
and are thinking about purchasing one of these scanners, I absolutely recommend it. But if you already have a DSLR camera with a macro lens, then it may be worth spending a bit extra to get into scanning with your camera. Before we get into it, let’s go over what exactly are the differences between the V550 and the V600 scannersThe Epson V600
sitting on top of my shelf in the same place it’s been for the last 3 yearsEpson V550 and V600 OverviewThe Epson V600 was originally released back in 2009, while the V550 came out in 2013. That said, the scanners both contain the same scanning technology from the 2009 version, and come with film holders capable of scanning 35mm and medium
format film. When these models were released, were meant to help entry-level consumers digitize their collection of film photos. Both the V600 and V550 were cheap, reliable, and produced good enough results if you were cataloguing family negatives. Professional photographers would have been pushed to the Epson V750, or V850 models, which
have better film holders and are also capable of scanning 4x5 or 8x10 negatives. The only benefit the V600 scanner has over the V550, is that the V600 can use Digital ICE to remove dust and scratches on prints and negatives, where the V550 can only perform dust removal on negatives. Otherwise the scan quality, film holders, size, shape, and
weight all remain identical. The images aren’t as sharp, and the files aren’t as flexibleWhen I finally got my latest DSLR film scanning setup together, there was an immediate, noticeable difference. I could see the graininess in the film. So finally, I was able to tell that the reason my photos weren’t sharp wasn’t just inherent to film being softer than
digital. Turns out I'm just bad at focusing manual lenses. Just joking of course, but being able to see that much more detail from DSLR scans means that I can crop the images more without losing quality. Meanwhile, the V600 scanner has a maximum effective resolution of around 1560 DPI, despite being capable of to scanning up to 6400 DPI. Going
any larger than the 1600 DPI setting is simply introducing extra bulk to the image without giving any extra details to work with in post. The V550 and V600 are still using the same imaging sensors they came with back in 2009. Even for the time, they weren’t known for producing sharp results. At least with film today, a lack of clinical sharpness is
part of the charm. The other benefit of scanning with a DSLR is the colors. Digital cameras shooting raw are able to capture far more colors and dynamic range in a single image than a flatbed scanner — no matter what model. And if you’re working with dense negatives, there’s even room to get more detail by combining exposures to make an HDR
scan. Getting consistent results is near impossibleThis is a big sticking point for me. Getting consistent results on color film scans is a new phenomena for me. Modern print film wasn’t meant to have a baked in color like films of the past. They were designed for maximum flexibility so that the user could shoot indoors and outdoors on the same roll,
and then decide how to adjust the colors in the darkroom. But the issue I've had with the Epson scanner and both the bundled Epson and Silverfast scanning applications is that I was never able to get the same look from image to image. I would get different results even if the images were shot within seconds of each other in the same light. DSLR
scanning fixes that problem. If I'm shooting all in the same scene, I can copy and paste the settings from the converted Negative Lab Pro scans onto different images in Lightroom.Loading and unloading the film takes foreverThese scanners can only scan 3x 6Xx6, 4x 6x45, or 2x 6x7 negatives when shooting medium format. For 35mm, it can scan a
total of 12 shots each time. No matter what, this means you're loading and unloading the film holders between 4 and 5 times to scan a single roll of film. Whether it’s 120 or 135 film, I find a single roll of film can take between 45 minutes and hour depending on how much manual adjustments need to be done per roll of film. If the scanning application
is unable to automatically detect the film borders, you'll be spending an hour or more. When scanning with a DSLR, you can scan the entire roll in a single strip using something like the Essential Film Holder. This device holds the film perfectly flat, and allows the user to slide the film through, perfectly lining up each frame between scans. This speeds
up the scanning process significantly. However, using Negative lab pro is still time consuming. In the end, scanning a roll of film on a DSLR takes between 30 minutes and an hour depending on the complexity. 120 film, however, is much faster with DSLR scanning than 35mm. The machine in unfailingly dustyl don’t know how, but even if I only put
the scanner away for the lunch break, it’ll be dusty by the time I get back. The glass seems like it’s consistently electrically charged, attracting large quantities of sticky super dust. Regular cloths don’t seem to work, even with a good amount of spray. Golden hour on Kodak Portra, scanned on the Epson V600. Even if it’s not technically the greatest
device, this scanner still performs well in most situationsWould I still recommend the Epson V600?Here’s the thing. There is a time and place where the Epson V600 shines. And that’s that it’s a simply device that gives hassle-free usable results. Even if the scans aren’t perfect, they’re far far better than anything done with a mobile phone. In the end,
this scanner works well. And it’s far cheaper for entry-level users than purchasing a scanning setup — and that’s true even if you already have a digital camera. For my setup, I spent $500 on a Manfrotto tripod with the horizontal column, $40 on a light pad, $140 on the Essential Film Holder, and another $450 on a macro lens. For that price, I could
have bought almost 4 Epson V600 scanners. At the price, this scanner pays itself off after scanning around 15 rolls. And I've scanned hundreds with it. So over time, I've absolutely gotten my money’s worth. For beginners, the Epson flatbed scanners are going to be everything you need. They will produce better images with medium format negatives,
but even 35mm scans at a high-enough quality to make it worthwhile. Over time you will outgrow this device. And that’s not a bad thing. It’s just enough to keep you going in film photography without spending fortunes of cash on lab scans.There are thousands of memories that I have catalogued only because of this scanner. And I don’t regret
purchasing it. I've outgrown this scanner for this period in my life, but I know for a fact that there are thousands of photographers out there who will benefit more from purchasing this scanner than they would from getting film scanned at a lab, or purchasing a DSLR scanning rig. Daren is a journalist and wedding photographer based in Vancouver,
B.C. He’s been taking personal and professional photos on film since 2017 and began developing and printing his own photos after wanting more control than what local labs could offer.
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